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Wishing our OCR family a safe, healthy, and happy holiday season! 

Maria	has	been	involved	with	OCR	since	
2003,	and	is	OCR	President.	Her	ini<al	
involvement	was	through	assis<ng	with	the	
rehabilita<on	of	a	collie	with	a	badly	broken	
leg.	That	dog	was	Donny,	who	underwent	a	
complex	surgical	procedure	followed	by	6	
months	of	rehab	with	Maria.	It	was	Donny	
who	taught	her	much	about	collies,	their	
temperament,	physical	needs	and	their	
general	care.	Donny	lived	out	his	life	with	
her,	un<l	the	age	of	13.	She	has	since	worked	
closely	with	past	and	present	members	of	
OCR	and	con<nues	to	enjoy	the	rewarding	
work	of	rescue,	rehabilita<on	and	placement	
of	these	wonderful	animals.				

(con$nued	page	2)	

Maria Zerjav (OCR President) with Donny 

In 2009, I contacted OCR with the hopes of rescuing a collie. I was surprised at the rigorous process to adopt a dog from 
this non-profit organization. I joked with friends that I was quite confident one could adopt a child with less steps. 
However, I was neither frustrated nor discouraged with the stringent requirements; on the contrary, it made me acutely 
aware of how dedicated some people truly are…Here, the sheer love of collies collided with an unwavering commitment 
to animal welfare.  
After adopting my wonderful Bergie, I volunteered a little with OCR and got a closer look behind the scenes. Janet 
Lamont and Doreen Steeves, the founders of OCR, were slowly stepping away after devoting two-plus decades helping 
collies. Fortunately for Janet, Doreen and collies everywhere, there were several amazing women ready to continue the 
OCR legacy: Dawn Renfrew, PK Wong, Leslie Yedon, and Maria Zerjav.  
Behind the scenes as a volunteer, I learned just how much time, energy and love went into OCR. I still don't quite 
understand how these women juggle loved ones of the human variety, working and running businesses, alongside the 
countless hours dedicated every week to the collie rescue. If pressed to sum up these 4 women in a handful of words, I 
would choose “compassion” “integrity” and “hard-work”…and, oh yeah, more than a sprinkle of “inspiration”! 
To me and many others, these four woman are truly the pillars of OCR. Here are their stories… 

~Lindsay Hill (sporadic OCR volunteer and newsletter editor)	



(con<nued	from	page	1)	

Outside	of	her	volunteer	work,	Maria	is	a	
Registered	Physiotherapist	and	owns	and	operates	
a	physiotherapy	clinic	that	employs	15	people.	She	
also	volunteers	with	a	small	local	NGO	that	houses	
and	assists	refugee	claimants	with	their	claim	
process	and	seQlement	in	Vancouver.	Her	hobbies	
include	travel,	endurance	sports	(cycling,	trekking	
and	running),	skiing,	windsurfing,	and	long	walks	
with	her	dogs.		

Dawn Renfrew (OCR Secretary)  
I've had collies since 1987 when I got a 
lovely blue Merle smooth collie girl from 
the SPCA in Vancouver. She was a 
remarkable girl, go-everywhere, do-
everything and we spent 15 years 
roaming trails of the coast mountains and 
seashore together. But it was when I got 
my first OCR collie that my life really 
"went to the dogs".  My OCR collie was 
wonderful but was a bit shy because of a 
bad person in his previous owner's life. I 
read that the sport of dog agility was a 
good confidence-builder so I started doing 
agility with Wizard. I also started learning 
about positive training and became a 
committed positive trainer when I saw 
how happy my dogs were to learn this 
way and how engaged their minds 
became. Since then, with 7 rescue collies 
and a border collie, I've played in agility, 
rally, freestyle, tracking and herding.  
My life now revolves around my 3 dogs - 2 
rescue collies and a border collie. We play, 
hike, train, practice and trial together, 
growing our teamwork and having a blast. 
And yes - my 2 collie girls are working 
hard at turning my border collie into a 
"real" collie. He's not there yet but he's 
learning. I have OCR to thank for all these 
years filled with amazing fur friends. I'm 
honoured to be able to give back a little to 
help create some more happy endings. 

PK	Wong	(OCR	Treasurer)	

My	husband	and	I	were	new	to	dog	ownership	when	we	
adopted	our	first	collie	from	Okanagan	Collie	Rescue	in	
2002.	She	was	an	easy	to	look	aVer	7½	years	old	collie	but	
she	drooled	constantly	for	the	first	6	months.	It	was	then	
that	we	learned	about	the	emo<onal	trauma	many	rescue	
dogs	experience	when	abandoned.	We	decided	to	help	
OCR	with	what	liQle	we	could	during	our	spare	<me	…we	
fostered,	did	home	checks	and	transported	dogs.	When	
the	founding	commiQee	of	Okanagan	Collie	Rescue	
decided	to	register	the	group	provincially	and	federally	as	
a	charitable	organiza<on	in	2005,	with	my	business	
management	background,	I	volunteered	to	look	aVer	the	
administra<on	and	accoun<ng	func<on	and	have	been	
doing	this	since.	(Con$nued	on	page	3)		
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The Sheltie Pillar of  OCR.  
OCR has expanded to help Shelties in need. These 
smaller cousins to the collie had their own guardian 
angel in Helen Ribble. Helen has had extensive past 
experience with Sheltie Rescue in Alberta and Ontario. 
She moved to Vancouver Island in 2007. Over the past 
five years, Helen has been volunteering and advising 
OCR with regard to the shelties who come into our 
care. Her knowledge and expertise has been 
instrumental in helping us with intake, fostering and 
placement of  these wonderful shelties. Thank-you 
Helen!

(Con$nued	from	page	2)		

Our	current	collie	
is	our	third	rescue	
collie.		She	is	
lovely	but	more	
sensi<ve	and	
anxious	than	the	
average	dog.		A	
few	years	ago,	I	
came	across	dog	
agility	as	a	fun	
sport/ac<vity	that	
the	two	of	us	
could	do	and	started	training	with	her.	I	find	agility	is	as	
much	a	fun	ac<vity	for	us	to	learn	together	as	it	is	
confidence	building	for	my	collie.	It	also	intensifies	our	
bonding	and	connec<on,	and	helps	me	read	her	beQer	
when	she	is	under	stress.						

Volunteering	with	Okanagan	Collie	Rescue	has	been	a	
con<nuous	learning	experience	for	me,	but	most	of	all,	
it	is	so	rewarding	to	know	that	all	rescue	collies	and	
shel<es	can	learn	to	trust	again	and	thrive	in	their	new	
homes.		

Leslie has been involved in collie rescue 
with Janet when OCR was still an  
unregistered charity in the early 
2000s. She is very experienced with collies 
having had many fosters and rescues of 
her own. She currently has a lovely blue 
Merle named Dylan. Leslie has been 
coordinating the intake, fostering and 
adoption of collies that needed re-homing 
in Calgary and other parts of Alberta for 
many years. She is a dedicated dog 
rescuer, working with OCR, Collie Rescue 
Network and a local sheltie rescue 
group. Leslie's volunteer work doesn't stop 
with collies and shelties. She is passionate 
about undertaking many charitable 
projects to help others and has received 
recognition and award for her devotion.

Leslie Yedon (OCR Vice President)
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OCR Stats 
and Facts 
History: 

Okanagan Collie Rescue was founded 
in 1986 by Janet Lamont and Doreen 
Steeves. Their shared love of the breed 
led to the creation of a well-respected 
rescue dedicated to providing care for 
castaway collies. Decades later, OCR  
continues to help collies in need 
throughout Western Canada and 
Northwest US. The mission of OCR is to 
assist collies and shelties in need of 
permanent homes, with health and 
wellbeing of paramount importance.  

 About OCR Collies... 

Collies are well-known for their sweet 
and gentle nature, which leads some to 
wonder how such lovely dogs end up 
without homes and in the care of OCR. 
Certainly some OCR collies have been 
neglected or abandoned, but others 
have been re-homed due to unfortunate 
circumstance rather than lack of love or 
commitment. Happily, with the right 
care and environment, the vast majority 
of these wonderful dogs adjust to new 
lives that promise loving, forever 
homes. 

Supporting Collies through Donation or 
Volunteering... 

Okanagan Collie Rescue is a registered 
non-profit charity and is entirely 
funded through donations. As well, it is 
operated 100% through volunteers. It is 
only through the generous donations 
(both money and time) that OCR can 
help so many collies and shelties. As 
such, OCR welcomes and appreciates 
all support, whether a financial 
contribution or hands-on assistance. For 
more information on how to help, 
please follow the link below. 

http://www.collierescue.ca/how-you-can-help 

Jasper has been a wonderful 
addition to our household 
after the loss of our previous 
sheltie Kiltie. That’s not to 
say there haven’t been ups 
and downs, of course, but 
having had a total of 3 other 
shelties we had some 
experience with the breed 
and were prepared to take on 
whatever Jasper brought with 
him. He is quite high energy 
with a very strong prey drive. 
We learned that quickly after 
observing his keen eye when 
going for walks in local parks. 
He can spot a squirrel in a 
tree long before we know 
one is there. He can also see 
rabbits camouflaged in the 
grass that escape our notice. 
Since this is very much part 
of his make-up, I decided to 
purchase soft furry toy forest 
creatures and hide them 
around the house. We now 
have a squirrel, a beaver and 
a rabbit that he routinely 
“hunts” for as entertainment 
and activity. Since he is 
always on leash, there is 
never a chance he’ll actually  

hunt one of these critters 
down outside but it’s fun to 
watch his natural impulses 
express themselves. We 
have worked hard on his 
basic commands and he’s 
doing extremely well. He 
responds particularly well to 
my husband Brian as there is 
a strong “ bromance" going 
on there. Jasper still has that 
funny chattering mouth 
movement he does, as if he 
wants to talk. He is 
absolutely genius when it 
comes to communications. 
He makes very strong eye 
contact when his alarm goes 
off for meals, walks, potty 
breaks or bedtime and he 
uses a variety of 
vocalizations to make his 
wishes known. He’s got a 
very strong personality and 
we have to frequently remind 
him the big dogs run the 
house. Jasper loves going for 
rides in the car and did very 
well on vacation to the Mt 
Baker area in September. 
(continued on page 6...)	

Jasper
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Special Appeal for 
Donation towards 
Little Charlie's eye 
surgery 

Charlie is a happy-go-lucky 
little fellow. He lives 
everyday with such 
enthusiasm that is 
invigorating. He loves to play 
but it has been a bit of a 
challenge for him...for 
Charlie is blind. Charlie 
developed cataracts after he 
was diagnosed with 
diabetes. Fortunately, the 
canine ophthalmology 
specialists who examined 
him are optimistic that he is 
a good candidate for surgery 
to remove the cataracts and 
restore his vision. The 
challenge OCR is facing is 
the lack of funds to cover the 
surgery cost, estimated 
between $3,800 and $4,200.   

On behalf of Little Charlie, we are 
appealing to you for your kind 
support and assistance in helping 
him with the cost of his eye surgery 
so that he can see again for the 
rest of his life. Charlie is a young 7 
year old with a lot of life still to live. 

If you wish to help Charlie restore 
his eyesight, please send your 
donation by cheque or through 
online donations. Okanagan Collie 
Rescue is a federally registered 
charity with Canada Revenue 
Agency.  
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Little Charlie with Santa

All cheque donations sent to our 
administration address will be issued 
tax receipts for income tax purposes. 
Online donations can be made 
through our website and are 
received through CanadaHelp, who 
will re-direct donations, less a 
nominal administration fee, to OCR. 
Online donations will also be issued 
tax receipts by CanadaHelp.  

Thank you all generous 
supporters in advance!



(continued from page 4)  

Jasper still cannot be left alone 
at home because of separation 
anxiety issues but we are 
seeing gradual improvement. 
The most obvious expression 
of this is uncontrollable barking 
but he also experiences stress 
diarrhea whenever there is a 
noticeable change in his 
routine. He goes regularly to 
doggie day care twice a week 
and has stayed with several of 
the employees for short 
periods of time. In December 
he’ll stay for 5 days with dog 
sitters and again next February 
for longer. We are hoping, as 
time goes by, he’ll become 
more relaxed and secure about 
his attachment with us and 
we’re certainly prepared to give 
him that time. Recently we 
reached out to PK Wong to ask 
for advice on the digestive 
upsets/anxiety and she was 
very helpful as was Helen 
Ribble, a wonderful woman 
who assisted us with our 
previous sheltie adoption. 
There are always issues that 
come up but as we get to know 
Jasper better I think we’ll learn 
what works best for him. He’s 
such a sweet natured funny 
and smart little fellow and we 
love that he came to us when 
he did.  

Merry Christmas to everyone 
and Happy New Year. 
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Clever Collies 
By Linda Kay Wiese

My life with animals consistently surprises me. We often see the 
creatures that share our lives as ‘furbabies’, dependants needing 
our care and protection, not always as reasoning, self aware 
individuals. Many times I have been shown differently, but there 
are two collie related incidents stand out in my mind. Both collies 
came to me with the assistance of Okanagan collie Rescue. 
Both were rough blue merles and each had seen the mean 
streets of a dog's world before coming to live with our busy 
family. 
The first story is about Whisper who came to us at roughly 4 
years old. OCR had placed an add in the Penticton Herald 'blue 
merle collie urgently seeking home’ in an effort to aid the young 
collie languishing behind bars at the Penticton Dog pound. 
Whisper was my first adult dog and I loved her dearly her whole 
life.  
At the time of this story, Whisper was a very matronly older collie 
who knew how the world worked. She spent much time 
observing her humans. It was a busy Christmas morning. 
Whisper was lying on her bed, amid discarded wrapping paper 
and ribbons, watching intently as we opened our presents. I sat 
in my chair happily regarding the Ookpik that i had just 
unwrapped. Very pleased by my new treasure, I put the fat, furry, 
grey owl on the coffee table in front of me. Whisper got up and 
walked over to her toy basket. She picked up a toy and came 
over to the coffee table. She made very firm eye contact with me 
and, with much gleeful wagging, she slowly and deliberately put 
her toy on the table beside the Ookpik. The toy she had chosen 
was a fat, grey, fluffy pompom type thing we called her Puffer. 
 Whisper loved her Puffer. She renewed her firm eye contact 
with me and slowly and gently placed her mouth around the fat 
fluffy, grey Ookpik! Startled, I said 'No’ and Whisper dissolved 
into barks and wild wiggling. To this day I am certain she was 
either making a joke (likely, she had a huge sense of humor) or 
attempting to trade her beloved Puffer for my new Ookpik.  

(continued on page 7) 
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(Continued from page 6) 
Several years after Whisper passed away we welcomed a new rescue collie into our lives. 
Tristan was only 2 years old but he was a graduate of the school of seriously hard knocks. He 
was a huge collie and he wore his attitude like a black leather jacket. To this day Tristan was 
the smartest dog I have ever encountered.  He made me nash my teeth and tear my hair. He 
had destructive separation anxiety, could not be crated, and possessed no respect or trust for 
human authority. Humans had failed him badly. Tristan also had boundless energy and an 
unquenchable enthusiasm for everything. 
Our collies sit on a mat when they come in the door. When they are dryish they can proceed 
into the rest of the house. Our two other collies were flawless at this and seemed to make it a 
point of pride. Tristan was beginning to settle in and desperately wanted to be a 'good dog’. 
He generally failed spectacularly, but he really did try. The poor guy had a knack for disaster. 
He had so many other issues that we had not yet broached the subject of the entry mat.This 
particular wet fall day I was busy in the kitchen when collie faces appeared at the glass door 
wanting in. I slid the glass door 
open and Taryn and Tartan 
stepped carefully inside and 
onto the mat. Tristan barreled 
through the door and skidded 
to muddy halt in the middle of 
the kitchen floor. He then sat 
politely.  'I am a good dog’ 
Tristan announced gleefully. 
Taryn and Tartan looked 
unimpressed. I sighed.  'No, no 
you are not’. I looked at the 
skid marks on the lino. Tristan 
looked slightly crestfallen. I 
said firmly 'Taryn and Tartan 
are good dogs. The good dogs 
are on the mat. Tristan is not on 
the mat!’ Taryn and Tartan 
looked smug. Tristan looked up 
at me sharply, making firm eye contact. I could almost hear the wheels turning in his brain. He 
made an odd woof, stood and walked to the door mat, and, shoving the other collies out of the 
way, sat squarely in the middle of it. Tristan was a good dog! I was gob smacked. From that 
moment on he was perfect about the mat. The good dogs were on the mat! 

Linda Kay Wiese 
Terrace BC	
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I rescued Lance, a beautiful male rough collie who was 5 at the time, from the state of Washington 
in July 2013 after having a premonition in June 2013. My premonition, or thought in my head, was 
'I'm going to rescue a collie from Washington’. I thought that's weird, and then the next month I 
happened to look up pets on Craigslist and Lance was posted to find a new home. I knew I had to 
help him and so contacted PK from the Okanagan Collie Rescue. The lady agreed to relinquish 
Lance to the Okanagan Collie Rescue group and I went to Linden, Washington to bring him to 
Canada. As his foster mom I was to take care of him until we could find a good home for him.  
Immediately, upon bringing him to my home I gave him a much-needed bath, cleaned his ears, 
brushed him and immediately fell in love with him. I became a foster failure, even though I already 
had Murphy, another beautiful male rough collie, who joined our family in January 2013 as a rescue 
from Edmonton and two beautiful male border terriers, Zorro and Merlin. Lance officially joined our 
family after fostering him a few short weeks. 
Lance was 109 pounds upon adopting him and after 2 1/2 years he was a healthy 75 pounds. His 
coat was shaved when he first arrived but grew back beautifully. He fit right with our other four 
legged fur babies and especially enjoys the company of Zorro, our 11-year-old border terrier, plays 
with Murphy and tolerates Merlin. 
Last February, I took Lance on a longer than usual walk and that evening he began drooling and 
the next day he was coughing. After many, many visits to the vet to try to determine what was 
going on he had dental work and need 14 teeth removed. I thought this would improve his 
condition but then a month later he started having a lot of nasal discharge. After many, many visits 
to my usual vet, a second opinion vet and a specialist vet we still didn't have a definitive answer as 
to what was causing his symptoms. 
On July 20, Lance had a scope of his nasal passage and his right lung to see what was going on. 
Unfortunately, I had to rush Lance to the Animal Emergency in Langley as he had difficulty 
breathing and his tongue looked bluish. He was in dire condition upon arrival at the hospital as 
they rushed him to the back. I was told he had severe, aspiration pneumonia. His prognosis was 
not good. The vet phoned me that day when I brought him in and prepared me for the worst. I 
cried. Then I decided that we would fight this. Lance was in critical care and after a few days of 
antibiotics he wasn't improving. I had to make the 
decision to put him under anaesthetic and the 
specialist vet would scope his lung to see what was 
causing his pneumonia. He also had a feeding tube 
inserted in his neck to his stomach as he wasn't 
eating anything, except for a few Liver treats that I 
had brought to the hospital. It turned out to be a multi 
resistance e coli bug. After a few days the lab found 
two antibiotics that could kill this bug. 

Lance at hospital with chicken soup(continued on page 9)

The Story of Lance



(Lance’s Story continued from page 8)
My friend told me to bring Lance chicken 
soup. She gathered the ingredients for 
me, which I boiled to make a soup and 
then took to the hospital. Lance would 
take a few spoonfuls and then promptly 
fall asleep with his head on my lap. So I 
brought him more chicken soup each day 
and he would have a little more each 
day. Lance had lost a lot of weight by this 
time and was so frail that he had to be 
lifted with a harness to be brought back to 
the critical care area. Lance had several 
seizures during my visits and collapsed 
once due to his heart having difficulty with 
all of the drugs he was receiving.  
I started to bring Lance boiled chicken 
breasts, which he began to eat in addition 
to the food he was receiving through the 
feeding tube. Each visit he was showing 
small signs of improvement but he was 
still gravely ill. Sometimes, I would turn off 
the light in the visiting room and just let 
Lance sleep for a few minutes, as he was 
also utterly exhausted. The staff said it 
was difficult for him to sleep with all of the 
noise in the hospital.
I refused to believe that Lance wouldn't 
get better. I received an email from PK 
that another lady had a collie that had 
pneumonia and had survived and to not 
give up. The lovely lady at Vancity helped 
me renegotiate my mortgage so I could 
continue paying the vet bills.  
Finally, after 11 nights at the Boundary 
Bay Veterinary Specialty Hospital/Langley 
Emergency Clinic, and with the expert 
help of Dr. Nielssen and all of the staff, 
Lance came home. He is now 85 pounds 
and happy. His energy is still not 100% as 
he can only tolerate a short walk and we 
usually need to lift him up the outside 
steps to inside but he is happy. He 
finished his last dose of antibiotics last 
night, after 10 pills per day for 3 1/2 
months! 
I hope Lance's story will inspire others to 
not give up when their cherished fur 
babies are sick.
~Leila Hirvonen

Murphy, Zorro, Merlin and Lance

9

Annual Collie 
Walk August 

2016



OCR Collie Taylah Helps Others 
Taylah, an OCR rescue, is now a 
trained member of Saint John 
Ambulance Visiting Therapy Dogs. 
As such, she and I visit retirement 
facilities and the Chilliwack 
Hospital. We can tell that Taylah 
loves her job of cheering people up, 
just to see the reaction she gets 
from the people we visit, some of 
them extremely frail in mind and 
body. One stroke or nuzzle from 
"Taylah" seems to bring a spark of 
happiness to everybody. Watching 
her interact with these people quite 
often brings me to tears of joy, pride 
and honour; she is the sweetest 
collie! 
This past Summer 2016, "Taylah" 
and I successfully passed the 
children assessment, so we are now 
able to work with children too. We 
visit the paediatric department at 
the Chilliwack Hospital and also have become involved in the 
library "Paws for a Story" program. We use a quiet room at 
the library and that's where we work one-to-one with 
young children who struggle to read and might find 
reading out loud at school embarrassing. We find sitting 
on the floor with our special blanket and letting the child 
read to therapy dogs like Tayah is such a good 
experience. The children want to come back each week, 
as they become enthusiastic and more confident readers. 
Dogs are wonderful to read to as they never judge, never 
make fun, and are always up to laying their heads on 
children’s laps. 
Our local newspaper heard about the "Paws for a Story" 
program and came to interview us. They printed a 
wonderful newspaper article along with some very special 
photos of Taylah listening while I read her a story. 
I am incredibly proud of our special collie girl. I knew as 
soon as we were lucky enough to adopt her from O.C.R. 
in 2012 that she was VERY special, but then I think all 
collies and shelties are… Thank you once more O.C.R. for 
allowing us to adopt our sweet Taylah. She brings so 
much joy and pleasure to us and to all the people she 
visits. 
Thank you for all your hard work in rescuing and finding 
forever homes for all these wonderful dogs. 

Kind regards from Geoff and Sue Unwin, and collie kisses 
from Taylah.
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Rally,	also	known	as	Rally	Obedience	or	RallyO,	is	a	
great	sport	for	all	dogs	(and	owners).		It	is	a	fairly	
new	dog	sport,	established	around	2000	that	merges	
elements	of	obedience	and	agility.		Like	obedience,	
dog	and	handler	do	a	series	of	sta<onary	behaviours,	
like	sits,	stands,	downs	and	fronts,	and	moving	
exercises	such	as	heeling,	turns,	pivots	at	a	walking	
pace.		Like	agility,	the	elements	are	strung	together	
into	a	con<nuous	course	that	the	team	progresses	
through	at	their	own	speed.		Courses	are		put	
together	from	a	large	set	of	elements	and	are	always	
new,	so	you	never	know	exactly	what	elements	will	
be	in	the	course	or	in	what	order	they	will	appear.		
The	higher	levels	of	rally	also	incorporate	agility	
elements	such	as	jumps,	tunnels	and	weave	poles	as	
well	as	working	on	both	the	leV	and	right	sides	and	
side	changes.		From	the	star<ng	point,	a	series	of	
signs	tell	you	which	exercise	or	behaviour	to	do	and	
direc<on	you	to	the	next	sta<on,	taking	you	in	a	
winding	route	around	the	ring.		In	rally	you	are	
always	allowed	to	talk	to,	encourage	and	praise	your	
dog.		The	dog	isn’t	working	for	you	–	you’re	doing	it	
together	as	a	partnership.	

One	of	the	best	things	about	rally	is	that	it	really	is	
for	all	dogs	–	young	or	old,	big	or	small,	any	breed	or	
mixture.		And	the	same	is	true	for	the	human	part	of	
the	rally	team	–	you	don’t	have	to	be	young	or	
athle<c	–	everyone	can	par<cipate.		Rally	also	
welcomes	dogs	and	handlers	with	challenges,	
making	adjustments	for	special	needs.		I’ve	seen	
dogs	with	bad	hips	that	couldn’t	down	comfortably	
have	course	elements	adjusted	for	them	as	well	as	
deaf	dogs,	blind	handlers	and	handlers	with	mobility	
challenges	on	scooters	work	their	dogs	with	great	
success.	

Another	great	thing	about	rally	is	that	it’s	all	about	
posi<ve	training,	great	aatude	and	success	for	the	
dog.		Wagging	tails	are	highly	encouraged.	

Why	do	rally?		It	builds	great	teamwork	between	you	
and	your	dog	and	success	as	a	team	helps	your	dog	
become	more	confident.		Rally	is	great	for	rescue	
dogs	because	it	helps	strengthen	the	bond	between	
you	and	your	dog.		It	can	provide	some	structure	for	
a	dog	that	isn’t	used	to	working	with	a	person	or	that	
needs	to	work	its	self-control.	

~Dawn	R	

Dogs	also	gain	beQer	body	awareness	as	they	learn	
to	stay	in	heel	posi<on,	even	off-leash	(beginning	
levels	of	rally	are	done	on-leash	but	higher	levels	
are	off-leash),	and	as	they	learn	special	sideways	
and	backing	movements	and	how	to	slow	down	
and	pivot	themselves	on	inside	turns	and	speed	up	
on	outside	turns.		And	because	you	can	praise	your	
dog	at	any	<me,	you	can	celebrate	success	all	
through	the	course.		Dogs	love	being	right!			

Rally	is	good	for	people	too.		It	teaches	us	to	
observe	and	help	our	dogs	learn	and	work.		Rally	
teaches	us	to	celebrate	the	good	things	and	ignore	
the	mistakes	–	mistakes	are	just	training	notes.	
Rally	helps	to	keep	our	memory	sharp	because	just	
before	you	do	a	course,	handlers	have	a	few	
minutes	to	walk	the	course	without	their	dog	so	
they	can	plan	how	they	will	work	it.			

Rally	is	a	new	way	for	you	to	play	with	your	dog.		
Collies	and	shel<es	love	it.		Why	not	give	it	a	try?	

Spotlight on Dog Sports:Rally Obedience



Spotlight on Dog Sports: Agility

What a fun sport for me and my collie! I am never sure which one of us is having more fun! 
Every Monday evening for the past year, we have travelled 45km by car to Abbotsford to work 
with our fabulous agility instructor, Anna. We meet in a large barn where she works with us and 
another 5 ‘teams’ of dogs with their handlers. 


I have learned so much! Coco is now able to race through tunnels, jump through hoops and over 
barriers, run up and down A frames, understand a multitude of commands (both verbal and 
through body movements) and focus on the task at hand despite the distractions of many other 
dogs and people. 


This sport has created an amazing bond between Coco and I. She is much more focused and 
attentive when we are out on our daily walks, she seems to be more animated and full of play, 
and forgive me if I anthropomorphize a little………….I think she genuinely loves her new sport! 
Hopefully I will be well enough trained by the spring to take her into some fun agility 
competitions. 


~Maria Z
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