
Our senior Sheltie, Lady, came to 
us from OCR having come into 
rescue as a hugely overweight 
little dog not able even to walk. 
OCR fosters got her worst of the 
weight off, and when she came 
to our house, she could walk 
again, although slowly and with 
obvious difficulty. Her original 
diet, consisting almost 
exclusively of Milkbones, had not 
only caused her obesity, but, 
predictably, had ruined her teeth 
as well, and so all her incisors, 
pre-molars and right canine tooth 
had been extracted. She still had 
her back molars, however, and 
could eat satisfactorily, albeit 
slowly. Now, after eight months, 
she is still losing weight slowly, 
although not steadily. 
She was well house-trained, and 
has had only one accident in the 
house when she was new and 

somewhat unaccustomed to her 
surroundings. She is quiet, and 
spends hours in her favourite 
corner just snoozing, but when 
the doorbell rings, she becomes 
a fierce, protective little warrior... 
sort of. Bravely baring her one 
tooth, she barks loudly before 
retreating hastily into the 
bedroom to hide, sometimes still 
barking occasionally from her 
place of concealment behind the 
bed.
One of the things we were most 
concerned about was to see how 
Lady would get along with our 
cat, Lion. For several days they 
eyed each other, but Lion is used 
to dogs and made the first move 
towards friendliness. He went up 
to Lady where she sat under an 
end table - a location she likes 
and which we call her bomb 
shelter -and stood looking at her. 

Finally, irked by this unwelcome 
advance, Lady showed him her 
tooth. We are quite sure that the 
cat laughed, but they soon 
became good friends, and often 
touch noses when they meet 
each morning.
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Wishing our OCR family a safe, healthy, and happy holiday season! 



OCR Stats 
and Facts
History:

Okanagan Collie Rescue was founded 
in 1986 by Janet Lamont and Doreen 
Steeves. Their shared love of the breed 
led to the creation of a well-respected 
rescue dedicated to providing care for 
castaway collies. Decades later, OCR  
continues to help collies in need 
throughout Western Canada and 
Northwest US. The mission of OCR is to 
assist collies and shelties in need of 
permanent homes, with health and 
wellbeing of paramount importance. 

 About OCR Collies...

Collies are well-known for their sweet 
and gentle nature,  which leads some to 
wonder how such lovely dogs end up 
without homes and in the care of OCR. 
Certainly some OCR collies have been 
neglected or abandoned, but others 
have been re-homed due to unfortunate 
circumstance rather than lack of love or 
commitment. Happily, with the right 
care and environment,  the vast majority 
of these wonderful dogs adjust to new 
lives that promise loving, forever 
homes.

Supporting Collies through Donation or 
Volunteering...

Okanagan Collie Rescue is a registered 
non-profit charity and is entirely 
funded through donations. As well, it is 
operated 100% through volunteers. It is 
only through the generous donations 
(both money and time) that OCR can 
help so many collies and shelties.  As 
such,  OCR welcomes and appreciates 
all support, whether a financial 
contribution or hands-on assistance. For 
more information on how to help, 
please follow the link below.

In our fostering career we 
have been particularly lucky 
with the senior dogs that 
have come to reside with us. 
You can encounter major 
mobility issues, sight and 
hearing problems, digestive 
problems and, of course 
some general curmudgeonly 
behavior. Knight and Lady 
were particularly badly 
overweight with mobility 
problems and had terrible 
dental hygiene, but lovely 
personalities. They were so 
grateful for a warm house 
and a good scratch that we 
never had a complaint from 
them. We worked on their 
weight and mobility issues a 
tiny bit at a time and before 
you knew it we no longer had 
to carry them up and down 
stairs and they could 

walk an entire block. They 
were a great example of a 
loving rescue pup and I 
would gladly house them all 
over again. Watching a 
senior pup who has been 
neglected come to life in a 
loving environment is a 
rewarding experience, 
certainly worth the carrying 
up and down the stairs for as 
long as they require.

Jen T.
Volunteer Foster Parent
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Fostering Seniors: The Story of  2 Shelties

Jen’s family opens their home to many senior rescues, including 

Lady and Knight.



Lady (continued from page 1...)

Lady is a sweetheart. She is not an 
active, energetic dog: at twelve years old, 
she won't be, but she is as gentle and 
placid a little soul as you ever saw, 
content to spend her days resting for the 
most part, but always eager to come for 
her dinner, or for an occasional treat after 
going out to do her thing and having a 
walk around the backyard. In the summer 
she sat in the sunshine, wandered in the 
garden, and was no trouble to anyone. If 
these can be called her golden years, 
she is enjoying them, and it is a joy for us 
to watch her.
Dogs have no concept of age, they know 
nothing of how old they are, but live with 
no consciousness of decline or end. It is 
humans who fear tomorrow; Lady knows 
only today.

Charles and Louise M.

Nemo Finds a New Home...

We are the very happy owners of Nemo, our 
rescued purebred Sheltie. We have rescued 
three older dogs in the past number of years 
and have loved all of them. Nemo was 9 years 
old when we were lucky enough to become his 
new owners in 2013, and he has given us many 
happy times. We cannot imagine not having 
him around and hope that he has a very long 
life with us. Thank you OCR and keep up the 
good work.

Sincerely,
Georgene and Byrne T.
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Kate and Montana - BFF!

Montana first came to us as a one-year-old foster, at 
first a little disoriented, but soon finding her place with 
our two resident dogs, Amy and Kate. We have noticed 
this with our other fosters; they’ve all been quick to 
learn the rules of the house, accepting that our Collies 
know the lay of the land. In particular, Montana found 
comfort in being near Kate when she was confused or 
fearful about something. Kate tends to be quiet and 
attentive to all that goes on around her. 

As Montana gained confidence, she became quite 
playful, and she soon learned that Kate was always up 
for a game of chase when out on the trails. Even her 

insistence on grabbing Kate’s tail while they raced 
around was tolerated by our lovely Kate. At first, we 
tried to stop her from doing it, fearing that she would 
injure Kate’s tail, but soon it became an established 
routine before they settled in to exploring the trails 
together. Montana is bold and watchful of anything that 
moves; she has always been an avid barker, adding to 
Amy’s voice whenever possible! She loves to incite 
collie chaos whenever it is time to get ready to go out 
for a walk, and she doesn’t hesitate to let us know when 
one of the water bowls is empty, or that Amy needs to 
go out to the backyard. 

(continued on page 4)



Kate and Montana 
(Continued...)

She has also given Kate a new 
attitude, and we will be forever 
grateful to Montana for unleashing 
Kate’s sense of play and 
foolishness. At the age of seven, 
Kate has become a clown and 
quite often the instigator of the 
collie chaos. She has even found 
her voice, two-toned as it is, 
though she only expresses joy 
when she barks, always when we 
are walking to the dog park, and 
often just because we have met 
one of her dog friends on our 
walk. She recently gave me a 
quick lick on the cheek, a first in 
the five years she has been with 
us! Fostering Montana brings 
much joy to our home.

We have enjoyed the company of 
several OCR foster Collies over 
the past five years, learning 
something new from each of them 
no matter how briefly their time 
has been with us. We have 
provided transport for them and 
other OCR dogs on their way to 
their forever homes. The biggest 
reward of fostering is to hear how 
well the dogs have adapted to 
their new homes and families.

Steve and Debbie A.
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Taking care of senior dogs is like having the best 
of both dog worlds (puppy vs. adult). They can be 
goofy and silly, but also very centered and 
balanced. They seem to already have things 
figured out, but have always been very willing to 
try new things and learn. They have taught us to 
slow down and enjoy living in the present 
moment. It can be challenging and hard not to 
get too emotional when their health starts to 
fade, but their strength and will to live is also 
very inspiring at the same time. We have learned 
many interesting ways to help them stay mobile, 
and for us to stay positive. Just because senior 
dogs have greying muzzles and they've lived more 
years than what's left, it doesn't mean they don't 
have a lot of joy and love left to give. We've 
found that, in most cases, they have more than 
their younger counterparts.

Kirsten H.

Taking Care of Senior Dogs:
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There are so many paths that lead collies and shelties into the care of OCR. Over the years, OCR has helped 
hundreds of dogs transition from uncertain times to a forever home, full of love, care and joy. In a world 
seemingly amok in personal agendas and social-emotional lethargy, OCR volunteers, fosters, supporters and 
adopters are a great reminder of just how much is right with our world. In the true spirit of the season, it is a 
pleasure to share so many pictures of love, joy and beauty between human and dog.
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Annual OCR Collie Walk at Spanish Banks: 
Windy Day at Low Tide
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Dear Readers,
When Mom told me of an opportunity to write about my 
experience in fostering, I was overjoyed. You see, 
despite Mom’s claim that I am an equal member of the 
family, she has never discussed with me before bringing 
a foster dog to our home. This is my chance to voice my 
opinion!
Growing up as the only canine child, I am accustomed to 
having my parents and our house to myself. I never had 
to share or compete for toys, space or attention from my 
parents. Imagine when Mom brought the first foster dog 
home. Fortunately, Mom knows me well, and did not set 
unrealistic expectation on me to be a faultless host to our 
foster dogs.
I remember my first fostering assignment. I thought the 
dog just needed babysitting for the day, like human kids 
do when their parents have errands to run. When the dog 
stayed overnight, I learnt the meaning of “fostering”. In 
our home, the foster dog has a special guest X-pen or 
crate. Sometimes it is set up in the living room with open 
view of everything I do, other times in Mom’s home 
office next to my favourite spot. That really bothered me 
as it prevents me from being with Mom when she works. 
I wasn’t going to sit next to the foster dog in his/her 
crate or X-pen. Don’t get me wrong, I like dogs, and 
enjoy playing with a doggy friend in our yard but I’d 
prefer they go home when playtime is over.       
Another fact about fostering is that there is no limit to 
the length of stay for the foster dog. This is a real 
concern for me. I decided immediately that I need to set 
rules so that foster dogs know that this is MY home, and 
Mom and Dad are MY people. With my outspoken 
nature, much to my parents’ disapproval, I let the foster 
dogs know of my displeasure when they get too close to 
Mom or Dad. I also follow them around the house when 
Mom gives them free roaming pass, to make sure that 
they don’t poke in to my special corners or pick up my 
favourite toys. Do you know that some foster dogs are 
very needy? They tend to seek a lot of attention from my 
parents and totally disregard my feelings. Fortunately, 
Mom understands my issues and always reward me with 
praises and yummy treats when I hold back my 
disapproval or put up with the foster dog’s presence 
during family snuggle time. Over time, I learnt that most 
foster dogs are really not any threat, and some of them 
can be fun to be with.    

I know I have my issues, and as much as I sound 
like a difficult dog to get along with, I became 
good friends and play buddies with most of the 
foster dogs within a couple of days of their 
arrival. My favourite foster dogs are the younger 
dogs as they are playful and learnt my favourite 
zoomie and tag game very quickly. In my last two 
fostering assignments, I have become more 
relaxed, and am worrying less about protecting 
my space and toys, and focused more on the 
positive – the companionship and playtime with 
the foster dog. I guess that’s what maturing is all 
about.

In closing, I have come to enjoy having foster 
dogs in our home and support Mom’s effort to 
help the dogs in need of a temporary home. The 
only part I dislike about fostering is when the 
foster dog leaves to join his or her forever family. 
I feel lonesome and sad losing a good friend. 

An Open Letter from Freya the Collie:  “My Perspective of Fostering”

PK Wong
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